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you have not tasted The Egyptian, the heady wine 
the Etruscan’s adventures will probably delight you. 
however, you approach The Etruscan with knowl- 
edge what happened the Egyptian Egypt, be- 
ware the effects old wine new bottles. The fer- 
ment might uncork your impatience. For The Etruscan 
nothing more than The Egyptian traipsing through 
the same mysteriously glamorous names and places 
another civilization different quarter the globe. 


Turms, the Etruscan, old man reminiscing. 
stands protected under the stars Artemis and Aphro- 
the goddesses who war over complete possession 
him. Advised the priestess the Oracle 
Delphi that invulnerable, Turms commits himself 
neither Artemis nor Aphrodite. Alternately, 
flesh and spirit, without however, any total 
existential commitment. 
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Like the Egyptian, Turms has adventures aplenty. 
joins Dorieus, Spartan, the sea battle the Ionians 
against the Persians Miletus. Under old sea-dog 
captain, Dionysius, they pirating Phoenician waters 
accompanied Mikon, caduceus-wearing man 
ancient medicine. Sicily, they war the cities and 
the great Dorieus ends dead earthquake. 
Turms lives for five years with the Siccani, wild men 
the woods. goes Rome, suffers prison and 
exile and finally comes home the Etruscans the 
North. Here instantly recognized Lucumo, 
kind super-chief with magical powers. Here too, 
finds himself, his immortality, and turns out 
relative the Lars Porsenna Etruscan 
ame. 


Turms, Turnus, son the storm, darling the 
goddesses, superior man exalted destiny, and yet, 
where women are concerned needs but three letters 
write him down ass. Modestly admitting his own 
the fair sex, makes off with mincing 
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minx priestess named Arsinoe. This act passion 
takes place circa page 128 and for the next two hun- 
dred pages Arsinoe cuckolds him cuckoo. She has 
child Dorieus and another Mikon, abandons 
Turms for snaggle-toothed, slavering old Roman sena- 
tor; and, general, behaves like obvious witch. 
page 265, Turms, who has just played the buffle- 
headed, blunt-witted, maggoty-brained innocent for the 
ten-thousandth time, mutters the depths semi- 
godlike reflection did not occur that 
Arsinoe might untrustworthy.” 


Men surely, have been and are more stupid fact. 
But the inconsistent sight semi-god fiction out- 
stripping his lesser mortal brothers the qualities 
imbecility, hebetude, fatuity and irrational ineptitude, 
simply nauseates. 


least the Egyptian had brain. 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Norris, Frank Tower the West 
Harper. 262p. $3.95. 

Sixteenth winner the Harper Prize, from more than 
800 entries for 1957, study American business, 
politics, and society that sprawls from 1914 the 
present. includes nostalgic views “the noble ex- 
periment,” corruption under Harding, the depression, 
and pre-Kefauver racketeering; but chiefly the 
story man’s blind worship dead brother and 
how, despite good intentions, brings chaos himself 
and his friends. 


The narrator George Hanes, architect, who sees 
St. Louis skyscraper called The Tower symbol all 
that idolizes its designer, his older brother Jeff. 
Jeff saved from discovering adultery between his wife 
Mary and business associate Regan accidental 
death. George then marries his widowed sister-in-law 
legitimatize the expected baby and protect Jeff’s 
memory. The union marriage name only: Mary 
and George live separately, and her infidelities persist 
while she busies herself squandering money 
lessly awaiting her worthless, married lover. 


Meantime George matches his first self-sacrifice 
chain noble stupidities that steadily confuse his life. 
loses his true love, Margaret, futile marriage 
with Dan Pierce. hopes for Jeff’s children are 
dashed young Jeff’s scholastic delinquency, unhappy 
marriage, and indiscretions with the wife’s classmate 
Eileen. 

Grasping partners almost take even The Tower from 
him, but gangster friend Junie saves and wills him. 
War use, however, ruins hotel, and escape 
taxes George finally donates the fraternal vestige 
the city for college use. series deaths and divorces 
eventually clear the domestic miasma: George ends 
with Margaret; Jeff, with Eileen; and Mary, with Ed. 
The are all very legal; and, somehow, 
George feels able hold his head high what 
regards happy culmination. 


Ed, Mary, and Junie are the most effectively drawn. 
Unfortunately George, the most upright all, has 


Waltari Norris Idell Artajo 


Best 
principles but not intelligence moral sense few 
than respectability. Since his reminiscing the nar. Cath 
rative instrument and keeps the reader intimately the cord 
his mind, these shortcomings obtrude emplifies 
sympathetic response George’s problems. The style rare 
occasionally lapses into incongruous distinction, highly 
striking description New York City that one 
the highlights; but, general, necessarily colloquial 
and only deepens the sense George’s 
Only mature readers can expected see through alist her 
the welter mismatings, indiscretions, the sign: 
the fact that Norris reporting social distortions possibilit 
rather than approving them. sincerity, 

George Graul, The 
John Carroll University, 
on tact. 
Cleveland 18, Ohio downfall 
Idell, Albert (Editor) The Bernal Diaz Chronicles 
Doubleday. Dec. 414p. $5.00. 
The student history often experiences rather 
possible wish have been the scene when events 
the past occurred. Bernal Diaz del Castillo was one episodic 
the Spanish soldiers who helped conquer Mexico half 
for the Spanish crown. old man wrote his personae 
memoirs the expeditions Francisco Hernandez expositin 
Cordoba, Juan Grijalva, and Hernando Cortes. ism, 
This present book subtitled “The true story the 
quest Mexico” has been translated anew and edited amount 
Albert Idell. Anyone who has had experience 
translating from one language another who has death 
listened the present day discussions the Security prison 
Council the United Nations knows the difficulty his novel 
rendering the idiom one people into that another. 
Mr. Idell has spent many years Mexico and 
mala and has become well acquainted with the lan- 
guage Bernal Diaz. Mr. Idell here gives read- 
able account the memories old soldier, 
eye-witness and participant the conquest Mexico 
Cortes. tries keep close the account Resko, 
given Bernal Diaz. times uses 
privilege with the result that can relive the battles Foreword 
time Montezuma. Dece 
One wonders how old man could remember 
vividly. Bernal Diaz frequently and times violently earlier, 
disagrees with the account Francisco Lopez Go- his 
mara, who was contemporary historian. This adds hac 
interest the book. dramatic 
must credit Mr. Idell for making available the 
English-speaking world this insight into chapter this 
would suggest any adult interested Mexican sim 
history. death 
Quincy College, mora, 
Quincy, long 
telease 
Artajo, Javier The Embattled 
Newman. Dec. 1956. 318p. $4.00. effor 
Much our contemporary fiction negation can 
intrigue because many the nay-saying authors write 
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too few fictioneers affirmation, espacially those fired 
Catholic themes, would even admitted within 
the cordon literary competence. The Embattled ex- 
emplifies this latter indictment. 


rare that the subject matter novel offers drama 
highly-charged that The Embattled: the slaugh- 
terous panorama Red prisons and pogroms Madrid 
during the Spanish Civil War, together with the coun- 
terpoint theme the flaming Catholicism Nation- 
alist heroes and martyrs. Such subject matter awaited 
the signature writer trained the splendrous 
possibilities the story. For all Mr. Artajo’s high 
sincerity, failed his inspiring material. 


The preface states that great part the story based 
fact. facts-cum-fiction proved the author’s 
downfall; simply could not knead his factual data 
into firm narrative form. Big lumps comment and 
background detail interlard scene and chapter. The 
main actors were scanted the overcrowded cast 
characters that they seemed more likely flaky repro- 
ductions real-life people rather than creations 
fiction. For the first half the book, the story 
episodic, but becomes better integrated the second 
half with the disappearance many the dramatis 
personae. The author writes with more sureness when 
expositing the background the war and Red diabol- 
ism, fact that hints that Mr. Artajo might have writ- 
ten more stirring memoir than novel. 
amount red-pencilling rhetorician could detract 
from the vital drama such moving scenes the 
death the and the secret Mass the 
cell. Had the author been Catholic Steinbeck, 
his novel would have been immeasurably finer one. 


Thomas Rowan, 
St. Mary’s College, 
North East, Pennsylvania 


Resko, John 

Reprieve: The Testament John Resko 
Foreword Carl Carmer. Doubleday. Dec. 1956. 
$3.75. 
December 24, 1949, John Resko was returned 
free man the society which, some two decades 
earlier, had condemned him death for the murder 
his attempted robbery victim. The original sen- 
tence had been death the electric chair. After three 
dramatic last minute reprieves, the sentence execu- 
tion was commuted life imprisonment. 


this account almost twenty years prison, the 
author, now well-known painter and illustrator, re- 
lates simply and unimpassionately his days the 
death house, his short stay Sing Sing, and the 
endless years Clinton Prison Danne- 
mora, known habitual criminals. Resko’s 
long road rehabilitation and eventual unexpected 
from prison began when passing interest 
drawing and art work was given opportunity for out- 
ward expression. primarily through his 
own efforts, Resko’s first ambition was realized when 
art school was established the correctional insti- 
tution. Here became enthusiastic teacher, and 
the therapeutic value his course those who took 
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was highly regarded prison authorities and 
penologists that culminated his parole. 


Quite obviously, book this nature would not 
expected far beyond routine recitation prison 
life, sketches convicts, their backgrounds and habits, 
their attitude toward and the guards around 
them, well their outlook society and life 
general. Thus there emerges, not only nodding ac- 
quaintance with individual personalities, but oblique 
commentary penal institutions and man’s approach 
the handling his fellowmen who have stepped 
aside the law. Naturally, the resulting picture 
not always pleasant. And the constant use pro- 
fanity, vulgar remarks and coarse language should not 
come shock. Thus forewarned, the mature reader 
left his own. Professionals social work, crimi- 
nologists and penologists might find some small value 
its pages for their work. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 

New York 71, New York 


Rickwood, Mary The Sound Silence 
Dutton. Dec. 239p. $3.00. 


This excellent title gives clue the interesting 
and timely plot the novel. the story young 
married woman with small son, who finds herself 
slowly drifting away from active participation life. 
Her husband, home leave, finds her apathetic, 
anxious and, like “freakish schoolgirl.” too 
rather detached character although engages 
unconvincing love affair before his separation from his 
wife. 

Mrs. Rickwood writes with understanding and sym- 
pathy, communicating successfully the torture the 
inarticulate. But, the last chapter there sudden, 
(and unaccounted-for), happy ending; the dumb 
speak. The heroine greets her husband, who comes 
back see her for given reason, and she feels for 
the first time she has something give him and 
understands. All the reader can say “How come?” 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Rutledge, Archibald Santee Paradise 
Bobbs-Merrill. Dec. 1956. 232p. $4.00. 


find this delightful book for any one who inter- 
ested would like become interested the wild 
life America. Not even Walt Disney, with all the 
techniques his command, can capture the beauty, 
the majesty and mystery Nature well has the 
author this book. For nearly sixty years this amateur 
naturalist, who burned with desire know, has ob- 
served with care the secrets nature revealed 
the delta the Santee River near his home South 
Carolina. are, thus, privileged see with his 
eyes bald eagles fighting mid-air, doe protecting 
her young against savage wild hog, the courting cus- 
toms wild turkeys, the awesome majesty dia- 
mondback rattlesnake, name but few episodes. 
Stories human valor and devotion are also sprinkled 
through this rewarding book. beautifully printed 


deeper 
nar. 
amage 
style 
one 
oquial 
ty, 


344 
and enhanced full-page photographs wildlife 


natural setting. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Turkel, Roma Rudd Day After Tomorrow 

Kenedy. Oct. 25,1956. 242p. $3.75. 

strange commentary our society that books have 

written How Happy Though Old. 

Strange may be; but the many lonely aged persons 
attest the need for much preparation. This book, 
subtitled “Preparing for the Later Years,” sub- 
stantial and practical pointing out the need 
develop interests early life, build friendships, 
participate community affairs. Among many 
other subjects there are suggested answers the ques- 
tions where live, and how independent the 
aged person should be. With much commend it, 
the major problem seems be: whom commend 
it? The young reader views old age too far distant 
worry about today. The aged person has already 
arrived irrevocably the stage where may gain 
something from the book, but will find already too 
late follow much its advice. Perhaps this could 
best read middle-agers who are still young enough 
change and prepare, yet not too young un- 
concerned about their future. 


Duff, Edward 
The Social Thought the World Council 
Churches 

Association Press. Nov. 1956. 339p. $7.50. 

Not all likely become “best seller,” this unusual 
book merits attention. analysis the social 
philosophy the World Council Churches written 
Jesuit priest, published Association Press which 
the publication department the national council 
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the YMCA, and bears (on the last page) 
primatur the Archbishop Boston. 


For the student interested the genesis and develop. 
ment the ecumenical idea which led the forma. 
tion the World Council Churches Christ this 
work veritable treasure trove. Not only are the 
official documents presented, but the many 
which were part are cohesively presented with them, 
The first two chapters are real history the Council, 
And anything stands out this “analysis” the 
fact that many churches differing creeds and 
tions have been able get into the same bed and 
keep the covers from being too seriously disturbed. 


Under these covers, however, Father Duff finds much 
that conflict, much that contradictory, much 
that disturbing. When, for instance, the 
speaks the role the state and communism, many 
its members are disagreement with the Russian 
Orthodox view. The same true many other areas 


sure 
this book; 


where the Council attempts speak for its member the under: 
churches. Nevertheless, the Council continues problems 
influence which may eventually reconcile 
opposition among its members without compromising not 
all the lowest common denominator. man-in-the 
short review can justice this report. This 
truly monumental work based obviously 
taking research; and incisive analysis the 
“mind” the Ecumenical Council seeking 
judgment the problems just social order. 
with any monumental work, this not for the casual 
reader; but would seem must not only for the Schnell, 
members churches united the World Council, 
but for all men concerned about the role the Baker. 
churches the present day world. This book 
gain 
Burns, Charles Mental Health Childhood 
Fides Press, 1956. $2.75. the 
simple, non-technical book written English gnash 
child psychiatrist, this deals briefly with both the ad- 
justed and mal-adjusted child, with special attention 
delinquency, sex-education, formal education, and 
both in-patient and out-patient treatment the dis 
turbed child. The attempt cover such variety 
pages has resulted skimpiness treatment, almost 
imagine. 


topical presentation. For the psychiatrically 
ticated, the book offers some basic concepts value, 
though its technical depth limited. From this 


Sparing 


viewer’s point view, its greatest contribution lies not the day 
the need for love and understanding. addressed 
those who care for children schools and 
tutions. 
“The need for understanding, for tolerance and tenderness which first 
desparate need our days. cannot afford, any 
us, have rigid, puritanical punitive ideas with regard 
well belief the infinite mercy God. There 
danger too much rectitude, that kind cold charity 
which finds necessary force children “be good,” 
the reader learned this alone, Dr. Burns’ book would Mr. 
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Rische, Henry American Youth Trouble 
Revell. 158p. $2.50. 


Subtitled Sense and Juvenile Delinquency,” 
this book written minister now working editor 
quotations, all. For every statement made the 
there quotation series quotations cited 
back up. The result plethora quotations, 
not all which give scientific basis the previous 
statement which they are intended support. 


The author builds his case four major premises: 
that delinquents are made broken homes, lack 
religion, drunkenness and bad literature. 
addition, chapter devoted the evils smoking 
and its negative effects domestic hygiene. There are 
pertinent comments gambling, sex, pornography, 
comic books, and smutty literature. 


[am sure the author was sincerely motivated writing 
this book; but afraid that has added little 
the understanding the causes delinquency. The 
problems rejection, ambivalence, insecurity, 
inadequacy, and other components the problem are 
not mentioned. What remains superficial, what the 
man-in-the-street wants know. 


John Baldi, M.SSc., 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Schnell, William 
Thirty Years Watch-Tower Slave 
Baker. Oct. 207p. $2.95. 


This book will not move the upper echelons the 
Watch Tower Society stand and cheer. Nor will 
many recruits the rank’s Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. 


the contrary, upon reading it, the former are likely 
tooth two, and membership the latter 


that kind book. hysterics. polemics. 
rancor. Just quiet, persistent recitation events 
indictment the Watch Tower Society one could 
imagine. 

Sparing neither himself nor the Society, Schnell 
aspect the Watch Tower group from 
the day Judge Rutherford took over after the death 
Charles Russell 1916 the present time. 


Revealed all their stark nakedness are the incon- 
the discrepancies, the doctrinal gyrations, the 
the cliques, the jealousies and the hypocrisies 
first disturbed, then disgusted and finally totally 
the author. 

unusual interest the explanation the title, 
explanation will doubt- 
surprise persons only vaguely acquainted with 
particular group and will probably shock sincere 
who think they are still Christians. 


fever Mr. Schnell wishes present summary his 


for leaving the Watch Tower Society, need 


only Chapter 20. Entitled “Who the Big 
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Bad Wolf?” this chapter contains series direct quo- 
tations which themselves provide damning exposé 
the Society left after three decades devoted 
service. 


stated the foreword, the author did not intend 
write “learned treatise.” And didn’t. fact his 
treatment wordy, repetitious and times bewilder- 
ing. But these qualities enhance rather than detract 
from the plausibility the tale. 


Msgr. Thomas Cawley, 
Editor, “The Catholic Light,” 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Alsop, Bowles 
The Greatness Woodrow Wilson: Col- 
lective Biography the 28th President the 
United States. 
Introduction Dwight Eisenhower. Rinehart. Nov. 
12, 1956. 270p. $3.95. 
years after the death their Leader, the 
Wilsonian cult continues flourish numbers and 
devotion. There easy explanation for this 
phenomenon. Perhaps the current popularity inter- 
nationalism and sociological reform explains great 
measure the conversion many our contempor- 
aries the ranks the Wilsonians. much more 
understand the logic those who have 
adhering Wilson’s precepts since 1915 there- 
abouts. 


The political philosophy and underlying principles 
Wilson’s internationalism and sociological reform were 
characterized inconsistency, illogicalness, and im- 
practicality. swerved from extreme pacifism 
belligerency. His Secretaries State, William Jennings 
Bryan and Robert Lansing, were symbols these ex- 
tremes. From admirer free and private enter- 
prise became active supporter federal inter- 
vention the life small and big business. Once 
defender state sovereignty, changed his attitude 
this area supporting two the most damaging 
weapons ever launched against this institution (i.e., 
the 16th and Amendments). various times 
supported Congressional and Executive Government. 


Neither the political philosophy nor principles Wil- 
son their drastic reversals would criticized 
strongly there had been some sequence facts, cir- 
cumstances, reasons accompanying the changes. In- 
stead such progression thinking, there was 
remarkable display spontaneous and impulsive judg- 
ments. Such action was often accompanied demon- 
strable breaches the formal and informal education 
Woodrow Wilson. 


natural expect that campaign biography will 
paign biography written forty years after the subject’s 
last campaign. The present excuse that this the 
Centennial Wilson’s birth. The book sponsored 
the Centennial Celebration Commission. The con- 
tributing authors include host internationally fam- 

names: Virginius Dabney, Harold Dodds, Walter 
Lippman, William Allen White, Arthur Link, Claude 
Bowers, Mme. Chiang Kai-shek, and Dag Hammer- 
among others. 
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would herculean and worthless task enumer- 
ate the errors fact and ill-conceived judgments which 
are present virtually every page. There should 
apostasy from the cult the unlikely event that this 
study receives wide circulation. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor iHstory, 
University Scranton 


Observation Krebiozen the Management 
Cancer 
Regnery. Aug. 20,1956. $2.50. 
The professional eminence the principal, indeed 
and actually not the lone, author this book, Doctor 
Ivy, may appear those not familiar with cancer 
research and publications put the stamp authority 
upon his writings; and this remark not intended 
deprecative Krebiozen, the remedy 
which Doctor Ivy strongly advocates “in the man- 
agement cancer,” has had unfavorable and stormy 
career. urgently incumbent upon this reviewer, 
therefore, set the record straight: There are none 
among the illustrious the field cancer who recom- 
mend use Krebiozen the “management,” pallia- 
tion treatment the disease. 


has had more than its merit print since 
1951. Beginning with meeting called Doctor Ivy 
the Drake Hotel, Chicago, March that year, 
wherein brochure titled, Agent for the 
Treatment Malignant Tumors and the case records 
twenty-two patients were presented, uproarious 
spate newspaper articles appeared. These were fol- 
series sensational magazine stories with 
catchy titles and the ever-recurring but, then, spo- 
radic newspaper columns until late 
while, and for more than year afterward, medical 
journals and bulletins, some repeatedly, carried abstracts 
sketchy reports Krebiozen. the more complete 
articles, five appeared the Journal the American 
Medical Association. Then, January, 1955, while 
hopefully avid readers were still wondering, Can Kre- 
Cure Cancer?—even though they’d read the an- 
swer and their physicians already knew couldn’t— 
Mr. Herbert Bailey’s book, Key Can- 
cer? added second question mark. Bailey told the 
whole Krebiozen story rather well, but not, indeed, 
without prejudice and malevolence. consequence, 
both and Doctor Ivy, who were obviously collu- 
sion, had refuted—a circumstance that seemed 
call for publication another book, September, 
1955, under the title, “Krebiozen”: The Great Cancer 
Mystery. was written George Stoddard, former 
president the University (Both these 
hooks were reviewed separately the May and 
Qctober 15, 1955, issues Best Sellers.) 


Now comes still another book—and its review—on the 
same well-nigh-exhausted subject; this one from the 
pen Krebiozen’s most persistent protagonist. con- 
tains seven chapters, appendix tables and figures 
and forty-nine references. The day its publication 


Ivy 


was long anticipated. 1955, Bailey (p. 106) 
vealed that “Doctor Ivy’s scientific monograph (was) 
soon published and, June this year, the 
Krebiozen Research Foundation mailed 
announcement the publication date with 
closed condensation the book. 


How much Doctors Pick and Phillips contributed the 
actual writing made uncertain the 
(p. 15) “seen for the most part the author” and 
(p. 18) “seen me.” But that they should credited 
co-authors proper. For, 1955, they had 
jointly treated 275 cancer patients with Krebiozen and 
protocols their cases are included the book. 
extension then, the term author may applied toa 
compiler for publication material which its totality 
constitutes original contribution. 


The book itself study medical apologetics. 
slanted, presumably, its jaw-breaking 
toma-of-the-vermis” jargon physician readers. And 
yet there are few term-defining footnotes that 
the contrary—for the benefit first year college 
vations (some unwittingly erroneous) the 
tions cancer man during and after the use 
Krebiozen. The first and, the way, the most 
esting chapter reviews abstract, evidence the 
ence natural resistance the disease. The 
ceeding sixty-two pages are devoted the source 
Krebiozen, its physical and, yet incompletely known, 
chemical properties, general summary its ¢linical 
use the authors and 255 their colleagues, statistics 
smail number that make for high percentages, cer- 
tain special reactions, (the word specific would 
curate) the case histories twenty-three patients 
served “four and five years,” (sic) and, lastly, rather 
chapter: Discussion and 
sions. 


There criticism the documentation the cases 
reported. Yet none the twenty-three, and have 
studied the given data very carefully, would fulfill the 
criteria scientific method reflect indubitable credit 
upon Krebiozen. The authors themselves are frank 
admit (p. 13) “We have not been able perform 
strictly controlled experiment, one unequivocally free 
from bias nor they claim that Krebiozen 
“cure” (p. 33). Yet the case records and subtended 
and suggest its “four and five years” curative 
value. 


But the next quote, paragraph the final chap 
ter, that really sends me: “It accepted today that the 
early recognition and destruction cancer, when 
small and localized, the only reliable curative therapy 
available. After the cancer has spread, surgery, 
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Meissner, Boris 

The Communist Party the Soviet Union 
and with chapter the Twentieth Party Congress 
John Reshetar, Jr. Praeger. Dec. 1956. 276p. $5.00. 
The Prager publishing house has assembled, series 
volumes, all the pertinent material the Soviet 
Communist Party since the 19th Party Congress. While 
the two volumes Current Soviet Policies, Leo 
Gruliow supplied with English translations all 
major speeches, decrees and documents, Meissner and 
Reshetar, The Communist Party, concentrate speci- 
the changes the organization the Party 
machinery, during the same period. Quite few 
the documents presented the latter two authors are 
thus mere repetitions previous material. This 
regrettable. Stalin’s Economic Problems Socialism, 
for instance, entirely out place The Communist 
Party; instead, the authors should have devoted more 
de-Stalinization and Khrushchev’s “secret 
Similarly, the text the Party statutes (also 
Current Soviet Policies) which the authors 
with the old (1939) Statutes, once again 
repeated, extenso, Appendix. 


However, while Current Soviet Policies are mere source 
The Communist Party each document 
analyzed, and all changes introduced into the Party 
are commented upon serious students 
the Soviet system. 


The title the book, The Communist Party the 
Union: Party Leadership, Organization and Ide- 
misleading for those who expect mature, 
well balanced and critical assessment the Commu- 
party the USSR, set against the background 
its own, and the Soviet Union’s history and develop- 
ment. the other hand, Meissner’s Notes refer 
exclusively German sources, German trans- 
lations Russian texts, even cases when English 
are readily available. 


important contribution our literature the Soviet 
Union, is, nevertheless indispensable working tool 
every student Russia. 
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Sven The Maid Orleans 


from the Swedish Eric Lewenhaupt. Pantheon. 
Nov. 15, 1956. $4.50. 

Joan Arc are not all uncommon. 
The fascination her life seemingly endless, with 
writer turn finding new aspect her career 
put before his readers. Recent studies Joan 
Arc have attempted apply the techniques modern 
historical writing the task, but with con- 
difficulty because the wealth legend 
Recent biographers, 
thom Lucien Fabre fine example, have been pre- 
for their work considerable study the period 
history. 

Stolpe has attempted portray Joan’s life that 
mystic, after the image her patrons, Saints 
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Catherine and Margaret. “The great fault with nearly 
all previous accounts Joan’s life,” says, “is that 
they have ignored minimized the fact that her spir- 
itual development was that typical mystic. Through 
hard moral schooling, through listening the inner 
voice and through asceticism, she advances the 
supreme sacrifice, martyrdom.” 


Many elements her career admit such inter- 
pretation, and the XIII chapter this book lyrical 
its identification Joan’s sufferings with the suffer- 
ings Christ. However must said that what 
know Saint Joan really too little enable such 
analysis stand up. Interesting the viewpoint is, 
analogy with known mystics. 


This book makes serious attempt separate the 
facts which can supported strict historical evi- 
dence from the speculations and accretions later 
years. some few instances refreshing new possi- 
bility interpretation opens up, but general 
tedious hear how this that author accepted hear- 
say evidence. “True art conceal art” 
historical writings also. 


The present volume intended new interpretation 
well known life. would lose much its mean- 
ing given first introduction Joan Arc, but 
for the reader acquainted with one more the 
standard lives, will interesting and refreshing 


re-appraisal. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Fenisong, Ruth Bite the Hand 
Doubleday. Dec. 11, 1956. $2.75. 


The moral this fairly diverting mystery might easily 
be: beware your neighbors. Lock the doors and 
don’t let them in; they’ll bring you load trouble. 
Captain Gridley Nelson learns this lesson the hard 
way when listens the troubles Alix Hildebrand, 
gorgeous neighbor. Someone out make truoble 
for Alix and her new husband—beyond mere black- 
mail. Someone poisons the orange juice! But this 
gimmick doesn’t redeem this implausibly motivated 
sand-in-your-eyes plot making. Miss Fenisong has done 
much better with her past efforts. 


191p. 


Bell, Josephine Fall Over Cliff 
Macmillan. Dec. 294p. $2.95. 


The latest volume Macmillan’s Murder Revisited 
Series oldie Josephine Bell who had such 
sensational success with Bones the Barrow. usual, 
the pace veddy veddy English—leisurely and very 
polite—with bodies going headlong over cliffs, runaway 
horse carts, doped medicine. Enough corpses fill 
cemetery. And there’s novel twist: the detective 
hired the man suspects the killer. And the 
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sleuth practicing research physician. His novel atmosphere which murder 

for the truth takes him merry tour England be- committed. This time the occasion The Sout 

fore comes with the answer. Mardian Sword Dance—an annual rite performed 
William Anderson, the blacksmith Copse Forge, 

his five sons. But the list characters lengthy 

Marsh, Ngaio Death the interplay motivation the chief interest 

Little, Brown. Dec. 302p. $3.50. the author. Even her favorite sleuth, 

Ngaio Marsh has written some corking mysteries: Night Roderick Alleyn, reflective and analytical 

the Vulcan, Death and the Dancing Footman, who derives the slightly tricky solution from 

host others. her latest she has concentrated appraisal the people involved. 
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